[The relationships between aging and disease in the elderly asthma].
In developed countries, the population aged 65 and over has been increasing. Asthma is a common disease among older persons and it may appear de novo above the age of 65. The prevalence of the disease in elderly people is estimated to be between 6.5% and 17%. Available data about older asthma patients are limited by a small numbers of studies reports. Asthma beginning late during the lifetime seems to be more severe, but the natural history of this disease appears to be variable. The characteristics of asthma in older patients is being complicated by the changes related to aging. Aging of the respiratory system is a natural process associated with its structural and functional changes. These changes may influence the expression of asthma. Differentiating physiological ageing from pathological changes related to disease can be difficult. Interactions of some of these mechanisms in asthma in the elderly are analyzed in this article.